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Province(s): 
Dong Nai
PA Status: 
National Park

Latitude: 
11º27'N


Longitude: 

107º20'E
Area: 

38,302 ha 


Altitude Range: 
100-372 m asl


EBA / SA: 

South Vietnamese Lowlands EBA

Priority Landscape: 

SA 5 - Lowland Dong Nai Watershed

General Description

The IBA comprises the Nam Cat Tien sector of Cat Tien National Park, which is situated in the lowlands of southern Vietnam. The topograpy of the IBA is characterised by a flat plain in the east, and low, gentle hills in the west. The lowlands in the north of the IBA are poorly drained, and support a network of seasonal swamps and permanent lakes. To the east, the IBA is bordered by the Dong Nai river, which floods each wet season, inundating low-lying areas within the IBA. The major vegetation types at the IBA are lowland semi-evergreen forest and lowland evergreen forest. As well as of being of the highest importance for bird conservation, Nam Cat Tien IBA is of international importance for mammal conservation, as it supports populations of Asian Elephant Elephas maximus, Gaur Bos gaurus, Black-shanked Douc Pygathrix nigripes and Buff-cheeked Gibbon Nomascus gabriellae1.

Bird Fauna: Key Features 
Nam Cat Tien supports one of the most intact lowland forest avifaunas in Vietnam. Most notably, there are confirmed records of 16 globally threatened and near-threatened bird species from Nam Cat Tien, the highest total for any IBA in Vietnam. These species include the globally critical White-shouldered Ibis Pseudibis davisoni, which is only known to occur at one other site in Vietnam, and the globally endangered White-winged Duck Cairina scutulata, which is known from only two other sites in Vietnam. Unfortunately, both species are very rare at the IBA, and the latter may no longer regularly occur in significant numbers. In addition to its importance for the conservation of globally threatened and near-threatened species, Nam Cat Tien IBA supports all three species that define the South Vietnamese Lowlands Endemic Bird Area (EBA): Orange-necked Partridge Arborophila davidi, Germain's Peacock Pheasant Polyplectron germaini and Grey-faced Tit Babbler Macronous kelleyi. Of these species, perhaps the most important is Orange-necked Partridge, a globally endangered species whose global range is confined to the EBA. This species is known to occur at only two other sites in the world: Cat Loc IBA in Vietnam and Snoul/Keo Sema/O Reang IBA in Cambodia.

	Species
	IBA

Criteria
	Global Threat Status
	Other

IBAs
	Notes

	White-shouldered Ibis

Pseudibis davisoni 
	A1
	CR
	1
	Up to three birds were observed in the Dak Lua wetlands in June 19912, and perhaps the same birds were regularly seen until at least March 19993.

	Orange-necked Partridge

Arborophila davidi
	A1, A2
	EN
	1
	The species has a localised distribution within the IBA, and is only found at elevations above 140 m asl4.

	†White-winged Duck

Cairina scutulata
	A1
	EN
	2
	One bird was observed at the Bau Sau wetlands in January 19905 and local people reported the presence of two birds in the north-east of the IBA in early 19916. Given the paucity of records despite the high level of survey effort, it is unlikely that the site regularly supports a significant population of this species.

	Germain's Peacock Pheasant

Polyplectron germaini
	A1, A2
	VU
	4
	The species was commonly recorded during the 1990s3. The species was frequently recorded during two surveys conducted between January and May 2000 and between April and June 20014.

	Green Peafowl

Pavo muticus
	A1, A3
	VU
	8
	There were many records of the species during the 1990s, including up to 17 birds between December 1989 and January 19905, 16 birds in June 19912 and five birds in April 19987. During two surveys conducted between January and May 2000 and between April and June 2001, the species was recorded on at least 18 occasions4.

	†Sarus Crane

Grus antigone
	A1
	VU
	4
	Two birds were observed in flight over the IBA in February 20008. Given that these are the only records at the site, despite intensive observer effort, it is unlikely that the site regularly supports a significant population.

	Lesser Adjutant

Leptoptilos javanicus
	A1
	VU
	7
	The species has been regularly recorded in recent years, and is thought to breed3.

	†Fairy Pitta

Pitta nympha
	A1, A3
	VU
	2
	A single passage migrant was seen and photographed in October 20008. It is unlikely however, that the site regularly supports a significant population.

	Siamese Fireback

Lophura diardi
	A1, A3
	NT
	13
	The species is common and widespread, with many records during recent years2,4,5,8,9.

	Great Hornbill

Buceros bicornis
	A1
	NT
	13
	The species has been recorded on number of occasions. For example, a flock of 31 individuals was observed in February 20008.

	Lesser Fish Eagle 

Ichthyophaga humilis
	A1
	NT
	6
	Two birds were recorded between January and February 200110.

	Grey-headed Fish Eagle

Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus
	A1
	NT
	8
	Single birds and small groups have been recorded on a number of occasions5,10,11,12.

	White-rumped Falcon

Polihierax insignis
	A1, A3
	NT
	4
	A single individual was observed on two occasions between March and April 199613. The species was also recorded on several occasions in March 199914.

	Oriental Darter

Anhinga melanogaster
	A1
	NT
	9
	The species has been recorded on a number of occasions, with a maximum of 13 birds in October 19935,8.

	Painted Stork

Mycteria leucocephala
	A1
	NT
	10
	There are a number of records of this species, including a maximum of 14 birds in January 19905, 36 birds in December 1991 and between 29 and 38 birds in January 19988.

	Asian Golden Weaver

Ploceus hypoxanthus
	A1
	NT
	3
	There have been a number of records of this species, including 14 birds seen at the Bau Sau wetlands in March 20008.

	Grey-faced Tit Babbler

Macronous kelleyi
	A2
	
	12
	The species is regularly recorded at the site5,7.


Notes: † = not confirmed to regularly occur in significant numbers.

Biome Restricted Species: The site qualifies under criterion A3 because it supports 15 species restricted to the Indochinese Tropical Moist Forests (Biome 09) and 14 species restricted to the Indo-Malayan Tropical Dry Zone (Biome 11). See Appendix 4 for details.

Secondary Criteria

Species 
Status
Species
Status
Pygmy Loris Nycticebus pygmaeus15,16
VU
[Giant Asian Pond Turtle Heosemys grandis]16
VU
Northern Pigtail Macaque Macaca leonina15,16,17
VU
[Yellow-headed Temple Turtle Hieremys annandalii]16
EN

*Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatta16.17
NT
[Malayan Snail-eating Turtle Malayemys subtrijuga]16
VU

Long-tailed Macaque Macaca fascicularis15,16,17
NT
Black Marsh Turtle Siebenrockiella crassicollis16
VU
Stump-tailed Macaque Macaca arctoides15,16,17
VU
Elongated Tortoise Indotestudo elongata16
EN
Silver Langur Trachypithecus villosus15,16
DD
Asiatic Softshell Turtle Amyda cartilaginea16
VU
Black-shanked Douc Pygathrix nigripes15,16,17
EN
Asian Elephant Elephas maximus16,17
EN
Buff-cheeked Gibbon Nomascus gabriellae15,16,17
VU
Gaur Bos gaurus15,16
VU
*Siamese Crocodile Crocodylus siamensis17,18
CR
[Banteng Bos javanicus]15,16
EN
[Asian Box Turtle Cuora amboinensis]16
VU
[Southern Serow Naemorhedus sumatraensis]16
VU

Notes: [ ] = unconfirmed record; * = reintroduced population. 

Threats to Biodiversity

The human population within Nam Cat Tien IBA is very low but that in the surrounding area is very high and mainly composed of in-migrants from other areas of Vietnam. Despite the high human population density in surrounding areas, human pressure on the natural resources of the IBA is relatively low, in part because of the effective enforcement of protected area management regulations by the national park staff.

Threats to biodiversity at the IBA include hunting, timber extraction, NTFP collection and agricultural expansion. Parts of the IBA are designated as agricultural land and are not, therefore, under the management of the national park. Poor coordination among different local government agencies is resulting in an emphasis on agricultural development instead of biodiversity conservation in these areas1.

	Threat
	Severity

	Agricultural intensification / expansion
	●

	Construction of dykes / dams
	●  ●

	Disturbance to birds
	●

	Hunting
	●

	Infrastructure development
	●  ●

	Recreation / tourism
	●

	Selective logging / cutting
	●

	Unsustainable exploitation of NTFPs
	●


Perhaps the biggest threat is infrastructure development. There exist plans to upgrade the road through the east of the IBA and to build a bridge across the Dong Nai river, which currently represents a natural barrier to access into the IBA. These developments may facilitate illegal exploitation of natural resources within the IBA, and increased road traffic may result in increased disturbance to mammal and bird populations. Another potential threat is posed by the planned construction of hydroelectric dams on the Dong Nai river, upstream of the IBA. These dams may change the flow regime of the river, and leading to changes in flooding patterns within the IBA, with impacts on the wetlands and seasonally flooded forest.

A final potential threat is tourism development, which could lead to increased levels of disturbance to wildlife populations within the IBA, or act as an incentive for infrastructure developments incompatible with the objective of biodiversity conservation in the national park.

Conservation Actions

· In 1978, the government of Vietnam decreed the establishment of a protected forest at Nam Cat Tien, and, in 1992, Nam Cat Tien was upgraded to national park status.
· In 1998, the national park was expanded to include the Cat Loc sector in Lam Dong province and the Tay Cat Tien sector in Binh Phuoc province1.

· In 1998, WWF and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development initiated a five-year project, entitled the Cat Tien National Park Conservation Project, with funding from the governments of the Netherlands and Vietnam1. In 2002, this project was extended for a further two years. 

· In 1999, Dong Nai Provincial People's Committee and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development began implementation of a four-year project, entitled the Forest Protection and Rural Development Project, with funding from the World Bank and the Netherlands government1. 

· Between 1999 and 2000, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service funded a smaller WWF-implemented project at Cat Tien National Park, which comprised scientific studies and awareness raising activities related to Asian Elephant1.

Recommendations

· Existing controls on hunting, extraction of forest products, and conversion of forest into agricultural land, should be maintained and strengthened. 

· An Environmental Impact Assessment should be conducted prior to the upgrading of the road through the IBA, and appropriate mitigation measures should be implemented.

· An Environmental Impact Assessment should be conducted prior to the construction of any dam on the Dong Nai river upstream of the IBA, with a particular emphasis on its likely impacts on the wetlands and seasonally flooded forest at the IBA, and appropriate mitigation measures should be implemented which may include cancelling the planned dam.

· Existing environmental awareness activities in communities around the IBA should be continued. 

· The feasibility of extending protected area status, or another appropriate land-use designation, to contiguous areas of natural habitat outside of the IBA should be assessed.
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