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PRESS RELEASE
Lauch of “Protection of biodiversity and enhancement of ecosystem services of the Dong Chau – Khe Nuoc Trong Forest, Le Thuy District, Quang Binh Province” project
Đồng Hới, Quảng Bình – This morning, 13/8/2014, at Sai Gon – Quang Binh Hotel, Viet Nature Conservation Centre and Quang Binh provincial Forest Protection Department launched their project entitled “Protection of biodiversity and enhancement of ecosystem services of the Dong Chau – Khe Nuoc Trong Forest, Le Thuy District, Quang Binh Province”. This project is planned to last 30 years, with funds secured for its first five years (2014-2019) amounting to nearly 1.5 million US dollars, from three international NGOs: BirdLife International, IUCN Netherlands and World Land Trust. 
This is a technical assistance project, with the overall goal of securing the perpetual integrity of the unique biodiversity values and enhancing ecosystem services of the moist tropical lowland forest in the southwest of Quang Binh and Northwest of Quang Tri provinces, with the “core” area of nearly 20,000 hectares, which is now under the management of Dong Chau Watershed Protection Forest (WPF) Management Board (Le Thuy district, Quang Binh). The project aims to build forest and biodiversity protection capacity of the Dong Chau WPF Management Board, with the collaboration of and participation by neigbouring forest owners. Besides support to forest law enforcement activities, the project will also mobilize resources to contribute to livelihood improvement for communities living around Dong Chau WPF, promote sustainable forest resource management and reduce wildlife poaching in the area.
An innovative and pioneering aspect of this project is, for the first time in Vietnam, resources for long-term (up to 30 years) forest protection and management was mobilized from voluntary carbon finance from the private sector, via the “Carbon Balanced” programme of World Land Trust (an NGO registered in the UK). Another special aspect is that this project supports biodiversity protection and management in the Protection Forest category, outside the Special Use Forest/protected area system, which helps expand the Special Use Forest system in effect. Last but not least, for the first time in Vietnam, this project includes an activity of forest environmental lease for long-term biodiversity research and conservation in a watershed protection forest.
Also in this launch, Viet Nature and Quang Binh Forest Protection Department announced the results of their biodiversity surveys using camera traps conducted at Khe Nuoc Trong from 2011 to date, confirming the area’s outstanding biodiversity in Viet Nam and in the world, with the presence of all four mammal species, newly discovered in Vietnam in the recent decades and all new to science, namely Saola Pseudoryx nghetinhensis, Large-antlered Muntjac Muntiacus vuquangensis, Annamite Muntjac Muntiacus truongsonensis and Annamite Stripped Rabbit Nesolagus timminsi. Camera trap surveys recorded 57 wildlife species, including 31 mammals, 24 birds and 2 reptiles; in which 8 are globally threatened or near-threatened. Specially, the surveys also photographed Saola – an extremely rare and globally threatened at “Critical Endangered” level. After more than a decade of paucity of sighting in the wild, in Vietnam Saola was only photographed at the Saola Nature Reserve in Quang Nam in September 2013 (by a joint project between WWF and Quang Nam Forest Protection Department) and this time at Khe Nuoc Trong, Quang Binh in July 2012 and June 2013.
Notes to editors:

Viet Nature Conservation Centre (In Vietnamese: Trung tâm bảo tồn thiên nhiên Việt)

Viet Nature Conservation Centre is an independent science and technology organization under the Vietnam Union of Science and Technology Association (VUSTA), working in the biodiversity conservation field. Viet Nature’s predecessor is BirdLife International Vietnam Programme with over 20 years of successful conservation track records in the country. Inheriting a strong and prestigious science base of Birdlife, Viet Nature continues to be a leading conservation organization in Vietnam, Viet Nature focuses on conservation actions on the ground; sustainable natural resource management; climate change mitigation and adaptation; conservation science capacity building; and environmental awareness raising and education.

Quang Binh provincial Forest Protection Department (QB FPD) 
QB FPD is a part of the Quang Binh provincial Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (QB DARD). It is a functional agency in charge of forest protection, assisting the Director of QB DARD in advising the Chairman of the Provincial People’s Committee to fulfill state-management functions on forest protection and law enforcement in forest protection and management in Quang Binh province.

The “Carbon Balanced” programme of World Land Trust

World Land Trust’s Carbon Balanced programme enables individuals and companies to offset their unavoidable greenhouse gas emissions through the protection and restoration of carbon-rich wildlife habitats in the tropics. For more information about this programme, please see: http://www.worldlandtrust.org/eco-services/offsetting 
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PRESS RELEASE
Discovery of Saola Pseudoryx nghetinhensis at Khe Nuoc Trong (Dong Chau Watershed Protection Forest), Le Thuy, Quang Binh.
Đồng Hới, Quảng Bình – This morning, 13/8/2014, at Sai Gon – Quang Binh Hotel, Viet Nature Conservation Centre and Quang Binh Forest Protection Department officially announced the discovery of Saola at Dong Chau – Khe Nuoc Trong Watershed Protection Forest, evidenced by photographs taken by camera traps in 2012 and 2013.

Saola is a large mammal, endemic to Vietnam and Laos, currently globally threatened at “Critically Endangered” level. In Vietnam, information on this species was mostly gathered from hunters from central provinces (from Nghe An to Quang Nam) in the Truong Son (Annamite) mountain range. Since the discovery of this species, no scientists/field ecologists have ever seen it in the wild. Until 1999, there had been only 3 cases where Saola was photographed by camera traps: in Pu Mat National Part (Nghe An, Vietnam) and Nakai-Nam Theun National Park (Laos).
In the efforts to search for Saola as well as other rare and precious species at Khe Nuoc Trong using camera traps, two Saola individuals were photographed there during 2012 and 2013: one matured Saola was recorded on 14 July 2012 with 9 photos; and one juvenile Saola (about more than a year old) was recorded on 8 June 2013 with a single photo. In both cases, photos were taken in evening/night time, i.e. at nearly 9 pm and 2 am.
Thus, after 13-14 years of paucity in sighting in Vietnam (since 1999), Saola was photographed at Khe Nuoc Trong, Le Thuy, Quang Binh, which makes Khe Nuoc Trong one of the two only sites with photographic evidence of Saola – an extremely rare and charismatic mammal – still in existence in the wild! “Saola is indeed a mysterious, reclusive and elegant species, like its name (that was taken from its name “Saola” in Thai minority language, meaning “a weaving shuttle”)” – said Mr. Le Trong Trai – Director of Viet Nature Conservation Centre. 
Relating to this mysterious animal, a Saola individual was photographed by a camera trap in September 2013 in Saola Nature Reserve, Quang Nam province of Vietnam, after huge efforts by a joint project between WWF and the Quang Nam provincial Forest Protection Department.
Notes to editors:

· Viet Nature Conservation Centre (In Vietnamese: Trung tâm bảo tồn thiên nhiên Việt)

Viet Nature Conservation Centre is an independent science and technology organization under the Vietnam Union of Science and Technology Associations (VUSTA), working in the biodiversity conservation field. Viet Nature’s predecessor is BirdLife International Vietnam Programme with over 20 years of successful conservation track records in the country. Inheriting the strong and prestigous sicence base of Birdlife, Viet Nature continues to be a leading conservation organization in Vietnam. Viet Nature focuses on conservation actions on the ground; sustainable natural resource management; climate change mitigation and adaptation; conservation science capacity building; and environmental awareness raising and education.

Mr. Le Trong Trai – Director of Viet Nature Conservation Centre – is a leading Vietnamese ornithologist and mammalogist and one of the very few people who have ever seen and taken care of a live (juvenile) Saola, which was confiscated from illegal hunters and kept at the Forest Inventory and Planning Institute for more than 3 months before it died in 1993.
· Photos of Saola Pseudoryx nghetinhensis taken by camera traps at Khe Nuoc Trong Forest, Le Thuy, Quang Binh, on 14 July 2012 and 8 June 2013. Credit: © Viet Nature Conservation Centre (Trung tâm Bảo tồn Thiên nhiên Việt)
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A matured Saola photographed on 14 July 2012 by a camera trap set at Khe Nuoc Trong. Credit: © Viet Nature Conservation Centre (Trung tâm Bảo tồn Thiên nhiên Việt).
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Rm 202, Building 18T2, Le Van Luong Street, Hanoi, Vietnam
Tel: (84) (4) 6278 1380

Fax: (84) (4) 6278 1381 

Email: trai.letrong@thiennhienviet.org.vn 

Cell: 0978 520 006
Website: www.thiennhienviet.org.vn 
PAGE  

